
Thomas Nelson Community College 
Certification Request for VA Education Benefits 

General 
NAME (First, Middle Initial, Last) STUDENT ID SSN 

STREET ADDRESS                   PHONE 

CITY / STATE / ZIP 
 
 

TUITION RATE 

□ IN-STATE         □ OUT-OF-STATE  

E-MAIL ADDRESS  

NOW ON ACTIVE DUTY: 

□ YES     □ NO 

IF”YES”,  SEPARATION DATE: RESERVIST /NATIONAL GUARD : 
□ YES            □ NO  

USING TUITION ASSISTANCE? 

    □ YES            □ NO  
IF “YES” TO ACTIVE DUTY AND TA. REFER TO 
UNIT’S EDUCATION OFFICER. 

Have you paid your tuition for the semester for which you are requesting certification: □ YES        □ NO 

If “NO” how do you intend on paying? □ Cash     □ Check     □ Charge     □ Financial Aid    □ Other 

VA pays the tuition for students receiving 
Chapter 31 (Voc Rehab) benefits only. All 
other students must pay their own tuition. 

Benefits 
Have you ever received VA educational benefits at TNCC or any other education institution?  □ YES       □ NO 

Have you used your VA educational benefits at TNCC within the last three years?          □ YES       □ NO 

If  “NO” If it’s your first time using VA educational benefits, provide Certificate of Eligibility listing TNCC or complete form 1990 or 5490. 
If you have received VA educational benefits while attending another school, complete form 1995 or 5495. 

□ Chapter 30 (MGIB greater than 3 years of service)        □ Chapter 33  (Post 9/11)                                        □ Chapter 1606(Reserve/Guard) 

□ Chapter 30 (MGIB less than 3 years of service)             □ Chapter 34 (Vietnam Era); # of dependents _____          □ Chapter 1607 (REAP) 

□ Chapter 31 (Voc Rehab); # of dependents ______        □ Chapter 35 (Dependents/Spouse Benefits)  VA File Number:_______________________ 

Advance Pay 
You may be eligible to receive your first two months of benefits prior to the start of the semester if you can answer “YES” to the next three statements:  

□ YES  □ NO  I’ve never used VA educational benefits or there are 56 days between terms or if less than 56 days, I did not receive break pay. 

□ YES  □ NO  I am enrolling for at least ½ time training. (The number of required credits depends on the number of weeks in the semester.) 

□ YES  □ NO  The VA will receive my request between 30 - 120 days prior to the first day of the semester.  

If eligible, do you request advance pay?  □ YES   □ NO  If “YES”, Complete form 1999 and sign the Advance Pay - Terms and Conditions Form.  

Program of Study 
□ Associate in Arts (AA)           □ Associate in Science (AS)         □ Associate in Applied Science (AAS)       □ Non-matriculated (two terms only & 

□ Certificate                           □ Diploma                                 □ Supplemental Student                             cannot be receiving Financial Aid) 

Major:                   Must match Academic Plan on file with TNCC.  

Is this a change of Program of Study since you last received VA educational benefits?   □ YES    □ NO If “YES” Complete form 1995 or 5495. 

List of Courses    
Are you graduating or completing a certificate program after this semester?   

□ YES  □ NO 
You can be certified for non-essential courses only during the last 
semester prior to graduation or completion of a certificate program. 

□ FALL                         □ SPRING                          □ SUMMER                           □ 2009                            □ 2010                               □ 2011 
Dept Number Section D - Dev.  

C - Credit 
# of  
Credits Dates Staff use 
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Courses added after initial certification for this semester. 

          

          



Statement of Understanding 
1.   I must complete this form each semester that I intend to receive VA educational benefits.  
2.   I must immediately report all changes (drops and/or adds) in enrollment to the TNCC 
Veterans Affairs Office. 
3.   I understand that I must submit a statement to TNCC’s VA Office explaining my reasons for 
dropping or withdrawing from a class. I further understand that if the VA does not consider my 
reason as a “mitigating circumstance” (valid reason) for dropping/withdrawing from my class or 
classes, that the VA will re-compute my benefits from the beginning of the enrollment period at the 
lower rate of attendance which will likely result in an overpayment status and a subsequent debt to 
the VA. 
4.   I understand that the VA pays the tuition for Chapter 31 eligible students only. I further 
understand that if I am not a Chapter 31 recipient, I am responsible for paying my own tuition prior 
to the deadline to pay tuition or I may be dropped from my classes. Tuition must be paid before 
my request for VA benefits will be certify. 
5.   I understand that VA benefits may be discontinued if I fail to maintain satisfactory attendance or 
progress towards completion of program of study. 
6.   Upon initial enrollment at this school and/or upon a change of program, credits from prior 
training must be reported within two semesters or benefits will be interrupted. I understand that I 
must have transcripts from all colleges previously attended evaluated by the TNCC Admissions Office 
within two semesters. I further understand that I cannot be certified for additional VA education 
benefits if I fail to have my transcripts from all colleges previously attended evaluated within two 
semesters.  
7.   I cannot receive benefits for a class taken now for which the requirement was previously met at 
TNCC or another institution. If I receive benefits for a class previously completed with a passing 
grade, I may have to pay back to the VA the benefits I received for taking the class.  
8.   Grades of Incomplete (“I”) must be completed by the end of the subsequent semester or VA 
benefits may be reduced or interrupted. 
9.   DD214s/NOBEs (for reservists and/or prior active duty) must be evaluated by the Admissions 
Office. I understand that all veterans receive 2 HLT/PED credits for completing basic training. 
10. I understand that I must verify my enrollment with the VA each month in order to receive my 
benefits under Chapters 30 and 1606. (Those receiving benefits under Chapters 31 and 35 are not 
required to verify their attendance monthly.) I understand that this can be accomplished online at 
www.gibill.va.gov/wave or over the phone at 1-877-823-2378.   
11. I understand that I cannot receive Chapter 30 benefits while using Tuition Assistance (TA), 
except for under the “Top-Up” Program and that eligible reservists and National Guardsmen may only 
receive Chapter 1606 benefits while using TA while training at the half-time rate or greater. 
12. If requesting advance pay, I understand that the VA will ultimately decide if I am eligible for 
advance pay and that I may not receive my advance prior to the deadline for paying tuition. I further 
understand that I must have alternate arrangements for paying my tuition in the event I am not 
eligible for advance pay or I do not receive my advance pay prior to the deadline to pay tuition. 
13. The information provided on this form is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  
 
 
 
 
 

Signature Date 


